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of Militia. They had risen to a height, and were not only extremely disgraceful to those who permitted and connived at them, but were completely subversive of all discipline and order. The colonels and principal officers being members of Parliament and men of rank, no person had hitherto dared to check them. Sir Ralph's orders from the beginning have been pointed to that object; he at least exposed and reprobated the abuses which had been practised, and in strong terms forbade the continuance of them. Particularly in an order dated February 26th he expressed himself, " That the frequency of courts-martial and the many complaints of irregularities in the conduct of the troops in this kingdom having too unfortunately proved the army to be in a state of licentiousness which must render it formidable to every one but the enemy, the Commander-in-chief thinks it necessary to demand from all Generals commanding districts and brigades, as well as commanding officers of regiments, that they exert themselves and compel from all officers under their command the strictest and most unremitting attention to the discipline, good order, and conduct of their men, such as may restore the high and distinguished reputation which the British troops have been accustomed to enjoy in every part of the world. It becomes necessary to recur and most pointedly to attend to the standing orders of the kingdom, which at the same time that they direct military assistance to be given at the requisition of the civil magistrate, positively forbid the troops to act (except in case of attack) without his presence and authority, and the most clear and precise orders are to be given to the officer commanding the party for this purpose," &c.
This order, addressed to the troops, though their state loudly called for it, gave offence in proportion to its truth. The principal officers, who had hitherto been used to be complimented, could not bear the language of truth. They had the folly to call out and make public what was meant for their private guidance and correction, and they have done so with all the effrontery of innocence and rectitude. Not, however, daring to deny the abuses, they have laid